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Two San Jose State students respond to question prompts regarding gun violence, gun violence solutions and mental health issues outside of Clark Hall Wednesday morning.

SJSU center confronts gun violence
Firearm, mental health ambassadors interact with community in solution-based event
By Bryanna Bartlett
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Local and national gun
violence-prevention advocates
spoke about community action and
engagement during a conference
at San Jose State’s Tommie Smith
& John Carlos Lawn Wednesday
morning.
Elena Klaw, SJSU Center
for Community Learning and
Leadership director and event
organizer, said the three-and-a-halfhour “Day of Action Against Gun
Violence” has been in the works

since May to encourage community
members to promote equity and
social justice.
The Center for Community
Learning
and
Leadership
coordinates
and
oversees
service-learning classes, according
to its website.
“Whether it’s through mental
health resources, responsible
gun ownership and gun safety
information or through Walk the
Talk America, education, prevention
and policy change . . . my goal is that
students [and] community members
get involved in any way that they

feel is appropriate and useful to
them,” Klaw said in an interview
during an intermission.
Speeches were separated by
20-30 minute intermissions where
SJSU students, faculty and staff
could interact with keynote
speakers and receive educational
resources on gun violence including
informational and steps-of-action
pamphlets and data sheets.
One of the tables stationed
next to the conference was
that of Walk the Talk America,
a nationwide organization that
allies the gun-owning and firearm

community with the mental information, according to its website.
health community for gun violence
Sodini said while starting
solutions.
Walk the Talk America, his idea
was to “throw money” from the
gun industry to the mental health
community to help fund programs
that connect people to help
when they need it and solve mass
shootings.
“There’s a focus on finding the
next mass shooter, which is like
finding a needle in a haystack,”
Sodini said. “To what I found is
nobody has the answers and the
mental health community kept
pushing me back to [the issue of]
suicide by firearm.”

These are people.
These are children,
parents, siblings,
beloved aunts, uncles,
cousins and friends
and these are families
that are never going to
be the same.

Jessica Blitchok
Moms Demand Action for
Gun Sense in America San Jose
chapter president

Michael Sodini, nationwide organization Walk the Talk America (WTTA) founder and president, discusses
gun violence-prevention eﬀorts between the gun-owning and ﬁrearm and mental health communties.

Founder and president Michael
Sodini said he started Walk the Talk
America in 2018 once he recognized
the two sides barely communicate
with each other because they
politically disagree and rely on
legislation to “battle it out.”
“Someone once asked me
what happens after a mass
shooting,” Sodini said in an
interview during an intermission.
“I was like, ‘everybody blames
us [the gun-owning and firearm
community], we blame mental
health and nothing ever happens.’ ”
While there’s no universal
definition of a mass shooting, the
Gun Violence Archive defines it
as a shooting with four or more
people injured or killed. The U.S.
nonprofit corporation, formed in
2013, provides free online public
access to gun-related violence

Statistics
Jessica Blitchok, San Jose’s Moms
Demand Action for Gun Sense
in America president, discussed
national data on gun violence during
her speech at the conference.
Before introducing data, Blitchok
said: “I want to remind you that
when you hear the numbers and
statistics, and I tend to get really
emotional when I talk about this,
this is more than just data. These are
people. These are children, parents,
siblings, beloved aunts, uncles,
cousins and friends and these are
families that are never going to be
the same.”
Moms Demand Action for Gun
Sense in America is a nationwide
grassroots organization that pushes
for public safety measures that can
protect people from gun violence,
according to its website.
“Every day in America, more than
100 people are killed with guns and
more than 200 are shot and injured,”
Blitchok said. “58% of American
adults or someone they care for have
CONFERENCE | Page 2
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experienced gun violence in their
lifetime and while mass shootings
get a majority of the attention,
they’re responsible for a very
small percentage of gun violence,
only 1%.”
Sodini said suicide by firearm
accounts for two thirds of all firearm
deaths in the U.S.
The majority, or 60%, of gun
deaths were suicides in 2019,
according to The Educational Fund
to Stop Gun Violence February 2021
review of 2019 gun mortality data
by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.
Suicide by any method continues
to be the tenth leading cause of
death in the country and firearms
remain accountable for half of all
suicides, according to the same
February 2021 review.
Blitchok
said
she
was
happy Walk the Talk America
was at the conference because
the suicide-by-firearm data is
information “we don’t hear very
often.”

Solutions
Sodini said there needs to be
innovative ways to create time and
space between a firearm and a
suicidal
person
including
technologies that will shut down
safes when someone in the
household is having a mental
health crisis.
“There’s a huge problem with
people that go into crisis and have
access to a gun,” he said.
Sodini said after partnering with
Mental Health America (MHA) in
2019, Walk the Talk America began
including wristbands and pamphlets
that promote free and anonymous
mental health screenings inside
firearm shipments.
MHA is the nation’s leading
community-based
nonprofit
dedicated to addressing the needs
of those living with mental illness
and to promoting the mental health
of all, according to its website.
Sodini said because mental
health screenings were “such a hit”
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Teaching associate John Contreras’ spatial mural features “Winnie the Pooh” Disney characters: a dead Christopher Robin, shot by Pooh Bear.

within the gun-owning community,
Walk the Talk America is now
partnered with several top gun
manufacturers, sending the cards in
shipments nationwide.
Digital media art junior
Alexander Jang said while he’s
never had to be around guns, he
resonated with Sodini’s speech
because he struggled with
mental health issues growing up in
his household.
On a large whiteboard displayed
next to the conference, which
read “What Do You Think The
Causes of Gun Violence Are?”
in the center of it, Jang wrote,
“Lack of care and emotional support
when needed most.”
Jang said while he wishes
everyone felt as if they can confide

in their loved ones regarding
personal issues, people should
encourage each other to overcome
the fear of seeking help.
Blitchok said the solution to gun
violence isn’t singular and it’s not
only about passing laws that limit
firearm sales and possessions.
“We need to look at access to
firearms for children and people
in crisis. We need to look at police
violence,” she said during the
conference. “We need to look at
community violence intervention
and prevention and we need
to vote individuals into office
who are committed to ending
gun violence.”
Blitchok
said
examining
how systems of inequality
have left communities of color

disproportionately affected by
gun violence is a place to start.
“Nationally, Black Americans
represent the majority of gun
homicide victims,” she said. “In
fact, a Black male is 16 times
more likely to die from gun
homicide in the U.S. than a white
male. Black children and teens
are 14 times more likely than
white children and teens of
the same age to die by homicide.”

Engagement
Blitchok asked the attendees
to text a message to Congress,
requesting the funding of
community organizations to
be part of President Joe Biden’s
“Build Back Better” bill, on which
House Democrats are expected

to vote this week.
The social-spending bill includes
a framework regarding funding
education programs and housing,
fighting climate change and
expanding medicare, healthcare
and immigration provisions.
“You guys are here today about
taking action to prevent gun
violence and about asking your
friends and family to get involved
to do the same because the more
of us there are, the stronger we
are and the more likely we are
to make a really positive and
important change,” Blitchok said.
Jang, who stayed for the entire
conference, attended alongside his
Art 13 classmates in support of their
teaching associate John Contreras,
an SJSU VET Connect peer leader.
The Veterans Embracing
Transition (VET) Connect assesses
and addresses SJSU’s military
veterans’ needs, according to
its website.
Contreras’ spatial murals
respectively included a sandbox
brimming with bullet shell casings
and Disney character Christopher
Robin shot dead by Pooh Bear,
who could be seen standing about
two feet away.
Jang said he thought the art pieces
were outstandingly inspirational.
“[Contreras] is letting us know
this stuff happens. Don’t run away
from it. Accept it. Understand it. See
what you can do to find a solution
around it,” he said.
Jang said people shouldn’t be
afraid to talk about gun violence
because “you never know when
you’re going to be the person who
might witness it.”
Follow Bryanna on Twitter
@brybartlett

sjsunews.com/spartan_daily

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

TUESDAY, NOV. 16, 2021

3

SAUMYA’S SOUNDS

BIANCA RADER | SPARTAN DAILY

Taylor Swift’s remastered
‘Red’ is timeless, tale-telling
By Saumya Monga
STAFF WRITER

Pop singer-songwriter
Taylor Swift has been the
soundtrack of my adolescent
life.
“Love Story” played when
I had my first crush, I would sit
and dream of turning 22 when
she released “22,” “Fifteen”
came out when I first entered
high school and “Evermore”
helped me through the depths
of my loneliness during the
coronavirus pandemic.
She’s been the background
music of my life: loving deeply
and falling out of love.
Swift is exceptional at
taking moments of her life and
painting them into pictures
through her music. She writes
about heartbreak the same
way authors create elaborate
narratives and characters.
Her 2012 album “Red” is no
exception and “Red (Taylor’s
Version)” reminds us that we
should celebrate the depth at
which young people feel.
Taylor’s Version comes
after Swift’s masters were sold
without her consent by her
ex-record label.
In 2019, Swift’s ex-record
label Big Machine was
sold to Ithaca Holdings
which is owned by
Scooter Braun, an American
music manager who works
with
artists
including
Canadian singer Justin Bieber,
according to an Aug. 22, 2019
NPR article.
When Swift tried to
buy back her masters from
Big Machine records before
they were sold to Braun,

Big Machine said she would
have to record new takes
for each master she wanted,
according to the same
NPR article.
Instead, Swift has decided
to re-record each one of her
classic albums. With these
new takes on old releases,
there is a cathartic release in
singing to the same songs you
sang 10 years ago.
Red features hits including
“We Are Never Ever Getting
Back Together,” “All Too
Well” and “I Knew You Were
Trouble.”

While her fans enjoy
speculating about who each
song is about and finding
subtle connections to her
real life, it feels as though
Swift is singing to her fans
instead of singing about a
failed relationship with an
ex-boyfriend. Taylor’s Version
doesn’t feel like a trip down
memory lane but rather a love
letter to the fans who stayed
with her through it all.
During an appearance on
Late Night With Seth Meyers
last Friday, she explains how
she’s finally able to do the

Listening to Red again
reminds me of a little girl
singing along, feeling
everything so deeply and
not knowing that one of
these days, her pain would
be a distant memory.
While every song on Red
is a hit, Swift shines in the
softer, more mellow songs
that showcase her capabilities
as a songwriter.
In
the
fan-favorite
All Too Well, she paints a
stunning landscape of her
relationship in which she’s
much younger than her
partner. She sings about
the iconic red scarf she left
at his sister’s house, autumn
leaves falling as they journey
upstate and both of them
dancing around the kitchen.

things her fans wish she had
done the first time around
which includes a music video
for All Too Well.
Her voice is stronger than
ever before and her maturity
can be heard on every
single track, especially on
the never before released
“From the Vault” tracks that
were also included on the
album.
On “Run” featuring
British singer-songwriter
Ed Sheeran, their harmonies
transcend all expectations as

she softly sings about running
away with a loved one.
She shines the brightest on
the tracks that sound as if
they
could
be
on
“Evermore” and “Folklore,”
once again proving that
her stories are strongest
when she is telling them
in hushed tones.
I Knew You Were Trouble
and We Are Never Ever
Getting Back Together feel
slightly generic compared
to songs like “State of Grace
(Acoustic Version)” and
“Red,” where Swift paints
more complex, mature
pictures of her life.
In Red, Swift sings
“Remembering him comes
in flashbacks and echoes.
Tell myself it’s time now, gotta
let go. But moving on from
him is impossible. When
I still see it all in my head.
In burning red.”
It appears that Swift has
finally moved on from those
who have hurt her. The
“echoes” have stopped and
the “flashbacks” have been
replaced with nostalgia.
Listening to Red (Taylor’s
Version) reminds me of a
little girl singing along, feeling
everything so deeply and not
knowing that one of these
days, her pain would be a
distant memory.
Taylor Swift has grown up
and so have I but that doesn’t
mean we can’t revel in the
nostalgia of our youth. After
all, it is “burning red.”

Follow Saumya on Twitter
@MongaSaumya
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Satanic Astroworld conspiracies are shameful
Christopher Nguyen
STAFF WRITER

At least nine people died
and over 300 people were
injured in the tragedy that
was Travis Scott’s Astroworld
festival, ushering in a new
wave of ‘satanic panic.’
The events that took
place that night were
horrendous, but shame
to the opportunists who
are trying to connect the
victims’ death and trauma
to devil worshipping and
Satanism.
Since the incident, many
people have tried to portray
the Astroworld festival as a
devil worshipping ground
with loose connections,
including the shirt Scott
wore, which contained a
picture of people going
through a door transforming
into ‘demonic’ beings, or the
burning phoenix, somehow
symbolizing a new world
order, in the middle of the
stage, according to a Nov. 8
Rolling Stone article.
Satanic panic is the belief
that a shadow organization
is harming children and
making plans to worship
the devil, according to a
May 18 NPR article.
This panic has been
long unfounded and I can
promise that the world is not
going to end with the devil
coming to Earth.
Satanic panic exploded
during the ’80s with the
emergence of heavy metal

bands including Judas Priest
and Black Sabbath.
The heavy metal genre is
defined by its energetic and
highly amplified electronic
rock elements with hard
beats, according to
Merriam-Webster.
Tipper Gore, former
wife of former Tennessee
senator and vice president,
Al Gore, and other senators’
wives founded the Parents
Music Resource Center in
1985 to pressure the U.S.
congress to censor certain
music from being sold. Most
of the censored music was
in the rock ‘n’ roll or metal
genre because they believed
it threatened the hearts,
minds and eternal souls of
American youth, according
to a Sept. 15, 2015 Rolling
Stone article
The original censorship
bill that was to include
alphabetical labels for what
type of content was in a
CD was not passed, but
explicit music containing
mature themes including
sexual or occult themes in
its lyrics, were tagged with
the label “Parental Advisory:
Explicit Content.”
This ironically increased
heavy metal albums sales,
according to the same
Rolling Stone article.
Similarly to heavy metal,
Scott’s music has explicit
themes but it’s not a gospel
to speak of the devil’s
uprising.
Scott is not a devil
worshipper but his concerts
have a history of carelessness
and injuries.
In May 2017, Scott
incited a riot at the Walmart
Arkansas Music Pavilion
by inviting the crowd to
overpower the security

ILLUSTRATION BY DAISHA SHERMAN

and come on stage. The
incident resulted in several
people, including a security
guard and police officer,
being injured and Scott was
charged with disorderly
conduct, according to a
Nov. 8 NBC Chicago article.
Scott’s music is not a
lure for him to sacrifice
people during the concert,
people just wanted to see
one of their favorite artists
performing live on stage.
While the government
refused to censor music,
people continued preaching
the panic of the devil’s
music.
Jimmy Swaggart is one
of many televangelists, who
preached certain music
genres, rock ’n’ roll and
metal, were the music of
the devil with his book,
“Religious Rock ’n’ Roll: A
Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing,”
according to a May 16, 2018

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

History Today article.
History Today is a
London magazine that
covers a wide range of topics
since its inception in 1951,
according to its webpage.
However, Swaggart was
caught with a prostitute and
confessed his sins to God
and the public, according
to the same History Today
article.
If there’s anything to
panic about, it should
be hypocritical religious
fanatics.
Nothing about Scott’s
music is being used to
promote devil worshipping.
He just wanted to make
money from people who like
his work, even if there was
‘occult’ imagery on display.
If Armageddon were to
occur and the devil was
going to make a return to
earth, he probably would
have come back around the

’90s in Norway.
During this time, black
metal was gaining traction
and it resulted in churches
being burned, satanic
worship and multiple
murders throughout the
decade, according to a
Feb. 12, 2019 Los Angeles
Times article.
Black Metal is a subgenre
of metal that has a focus on
being anti-Christian, satanic
and paganistic themes,
according to an April 21,
2019 CNN article.
If the idea of satanic panic
were right, the gates of hell
should have opened with the
devil coming back and the
world should have ended.
Instead, we got Fenriz of
Darkthrone, a black metal
band, holding his cat with
the caption, “Please don’t
vote for me,” to unwittingly
become part of his city
council, according to a

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Sept. 14, 2016 Time article.
While there were objects
on fire at Astroworld, Scott
doesn’t have a history
of church burnings or
cold-blooded murders,
just pyrotechnics and
extreme carelessness that
unfortunately lead to
people’s deaths.
If Scott takes some time
off to find ways to make his
concerts safe by not inciting
riots or putting minors
in danger, maybe I’ll buy
the Travis Scott Burger at
McDonald’s when it
comes back.
The people who are trying
to connect the tragedies
at Astroworld to Satanism
should be ashamed for
justifying a long-winded
panic on a return that has
yet to occur.
Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily

JOKIN’
AROUND
“What time did
the man go to
the dentist?”

“Tooth
hurt-y.”

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. A cry of approval
6. Male cows
11. Cite
12. Recurrence
15. Area around Latvia
16. Qualified
17. Consumed food
18. Honors
20. A parcel of land
21. Knife
23. Broth (Scottish)
24. Donate
25. If not
26. Give temporarily
27. Sea eagle
28. Clairvoyant
29. Consume
30. Set straight
31. Lookouts
34. Go on a buying spree
36. Loving murmur
37. Snare
41. Makes a mistake
42. King of the jungle
43. Corporate image
44. Scallion
45. Back talk
46. Visual organs
47. And so forth
48. Porridge

51. Former boxing champ
52. Inveigles
54. Sublease
56. Withhold
57. Secret schemes
58. Mortise and _____ joint
59. Kills
DOWN
1. Clatter
2. Set free
3. Astern
4. Head covering
5. Killer whale
6. Whalebone
7. Practical
8. Falls behind
9. 56 in Roman numerals
10. Brother or sister
13. Slob
14. Distribute
15. Foundations
16. Eccentricities
19. Submarine
22. Frenzied
24. Cartilage
26. Extend credit
27. L
30. Period
32. N N N N
33. Hangman’s knot

34. Boil
35. Principle
38. Family of a monarch
39. Eternal
40. Propose
42. A triangular fore-and-aft
sail
44. Bawdy
45. Artillery burst
48. Norse god
49. Vipers
50. Quiet time
53. Before, poetically
55. Type of snake
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Spartan QB Nick Starkel flings the ball across the Aggies’ defensive line in hopes of recovering during the second quarter of the game at CEFCU Stadium Saturday night.

Season coming to an end, SJSU clings on
By Estevan Lopez
STAFF WRITER

The San Jose State football
team suffered a crushing
48-17 defeat to Utah State
University Saturday night at
CEFCU Stadium.
The Spartans (5-6, 3-4
MWC) looked to take
advantage of being at home
after taking an early lead, but
it all went downhill in a hurry.
SJSU had all the
momentum late in the first

quarter as it held a potent
USU (8-2, 5-1 MWC)
offense, who are ranked
No. 13 nationally, scoreless.
The Spartans created that
momentum through an
interception by cornerback
Kenyon Reed that turned into
a 58-yard pick six that gave
the team a 7-0 lead.
The stadium erupted and
Reed pumped up the Spartans
defense as he was awarded
the team’s turn over belt.
This is the first pick six

for SJSU since cornerback
Dakari Monroe had one in a
win against UNLV in 2018.
With momentum on their
side, the Spartans’ defense got
a sack courtesy of defensive
lineman Fehoko Viliami that
set an opportunity to add
to the lead.
Running back Tyler
Nevens wouldn’t be denied
at the goaline and ran it in for
a one-yard touchdown that
gave the Spartans a 14-0 lead.
However, the Aggies

Running back Tyler Nevens tackled by Aggies cornerback Zahodri Jackson.
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head
coach
Brent Brennan said he felt
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Nash and Nick Starkel, who
was returning from an injury,
at QB would be beneficial
to the team.
Starkel and Nash split
time at QB because of Nash’s
running ability and Starkel’s
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showed in their third down
conversions as they went
1 for 12.
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know, we got a 14-0 and
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we let it affect us and they
Nick Starkel did a much better job of
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very clear that’s something
we’ll work,” SJSU defensive
“They did a good job of lineman Cade Hall said
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Starkel said. “Going into the conference.
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for us.
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